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 History of England, from the Accession of James the Second, 

Volume 1, Chapter 4 
By Thomas Babington Macaulay (1800-1859) 

This chapter is a bit of a mixture. It begins with the death of Charles II and 
then goes on to James II. Judge Jeffries then makes an appearance in a riot 
of slapstick absurdity when viewed from so far away. Although, at the time 
of the ‘Bloody Assizes’ he will have been much feared and hated by many. 
There are more to-and fro-ings in the Houses of Parliament. The Scots 
Covenanters make an appearance and Dangerfield and Oates get their 
come-uppance. Macaulay paints the mid to late 17th century in a mad 
effervescence of colour.  (Summary by Jim Mowatt) 

Read by Jim Mowatt, Ianish, Gesine, & Peter Groom  Total Running Time: 
03:11:23 

 

 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified 
without permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. 

Cover picture by Ann Killigrew (1685). Copyright expired in US, Canada, EU and all 
countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in 
the public domain.  
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